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From: Bruce Stamski

Sent:  Monday, July 03, 2006 1:54 PM

To: Roland Baril

Ce: David Brown

Subject: FW: TOWN OF ACTO1 SIDEWALK FLOWING

~oland,
Aitached s a memo from Dave Brown o John Mumray zé?gé*i?iﬁ ng sidewalk Divwing, 1 s my opinion that wheraver
zsidewalie are conslructed "“8?&% should be 2 grass sirip if possible. The grass shios are important for safely as
well as snow plowing even fwe do nol always gel o i}iﬁ:}%&; fhen

Az you are well awars, on most small subdivigion sireels the ﬁ’%&?azk s negoliated aﬁgy for sidewalk
conshuction on mawr sirests. | thing this = appropriste snd would not want the Town o diminish 8 leverags n
this negotiglion process.

Bruce

From: David Brown

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 7:53 AM

To: Bruce Stamski

Subject: TOWN OF ACTO1 SIDEWALK PLOWING




TOWN OF ACTON
14 Forest Road
Acion, Massachusetis 01720
Telephons (B78) 264-0824
Fax (978) 264-9610
highway@Dacton-ma.gov

David J. Brown, Superintendent dbrown@acton-ma.gov
Highway Depariment

Decamber 15, 2008

Sohn,

The Highway Department plows snow from approximately 22 of the 38 miles of
sidewsalks within the town. The remaining 13 miles that are not plowed are widespread In
approximately 80 locations about the town. i has been the policy of the department to plow
the sidewalks that are along main streals and walks that lead directly or indirectly to the
schools. it has also been our policy not to plow sidewalks within subdivisions or walks that
lead nowhere, such as the sidewalk that was constructed in front of the mini-storage facility
on North Main Strest.

When 2 significant storm cccurs, sidewalk plowing begins when road plowing
commences f sufficient personnel are available. Sidewslk plow operators are assignad
from the Municipal Properties and Cemetery Departments. All Highway personnel are
needed to plow roads. Depending upon the severity of the storm, clearing the sidewalks
takes from 5-8 hours for each pass. In 2 storm such as the one of December 8, 2008, 5
minimum of two passes is reguired. In some cases, f 2 storm deposiis heavy wet snow,
traditional methods of plowing with the Bombardier sidewalk fractors with plows will not
work and the Bobosat snow blowers have to be sent out after the stonm,

After a storm, the personnel from other departments are released to perform their
departmental duties and the Highway Depariment personns! are assigned a varisty of tasks
to assure that we ars ready for the next storm. First and foremost is {0 check out all
vehicles and equipment and perform the necessary repairs. Secondly, we must replenish
the materiais required for deicing of streets. After that we are available to send men out to
respond to calls regarding sidewalis, corners that are not wide enough or have limited
sight distance, icing problems, clearing of the Quarry Road storage areas, signs that have
been broken and the list goes on and on.

During this same period we are receiving ¢alls from residents reguesting that we widen
the sidewalks that were plowed during the storm or that residents had clearsd their
driveways during the storm and the sidewalk plow had filled ¥ in again. In any case, if we
were {0 begin plowing all sidewalks in town, some areas would not be cleared for davs,
possibly weelks affer the inltial storm. Where the sidewalk snow blowers are reguired to do
the clearing, the snow has to he biown oo resident’s lawns. WMany sidewaliks are not wide
encugh for the sncw blower and lawn damage occurs as well a5 damage 1o underground
sorinkier svstams, Bany sundivision roads are 0ot wide anough 1o aooep the snow pivwed
from the wallosay into the strest, thus nurrowing e dttving lane. Thede ore any M833008
why we piow e sidewaiis Thal are now piowed BN many mors masuns el B nas oeen
sacided not o glow e othars,



